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Sustainable development practices remain at the forefront of the decision making process for Stony 
Plain.  Balancing our social, cultural, environmental, and economic needs is necessary for future growth 
and management of our community.  Moreover, the Town is committed to reducing our ecological 
footprint and being ambassadors for our community. 
 

In the fall of 2006, the Town joined Partners for Climate Protection, a program designed 
to assist municipalities reduce their greenhouse gas emissions and ecological footprint.  
In March 2008, Stony Plain Town Council and the Partners for Climate Protection 
program (PCP) endorsed Milestone 1: Emissions Inventory and Forecast, as well as 
Milestone 2: Emission Reduction Targets in May 2008. 
 
Furthermore, in June 2007, the Town Council endorsed a comprehensive Community 
Sustainability Plan (CSP), which proactively addresses Social Equity, Environmental 
Responsibility, Economic Viability, and Cultural Vitality.  Ultimately, sustainability 
planning is an opportunity for municipalities to constructively address challenges and 
move towards a sustainable future, one where a strong economy and participative 
governance model protects ecological integrity, contributes to a vibrant cultural scene, 
and preserves strong social cohesion.1   

 
In February 2007, Town Council also endorsed the Stony Plain Environmental Stewardship Strategy 
which aims to systematize and steer the environmental priorities of the Town in a unified and lasting 
direction.   
 
Additionally, in 2008, nine working groups were established to facilitate the directives of the CSPτ
Downtown Redevelopment, Environmental Stewardship, Transportation, Recreation Master Plan, 
Architectural Guidelines, Highway Corridor, Safe Communities, West Development, and Affordable 
Housing.  The mandates of these working groups will overlap with the PCP action plan, and are identified 
were applicable. 
 
The Town has now completed the next two milestones and presented them in this report: 

Milestone 3: Develop a Local Action Plan 
Milestone 4: Implement the Local Action Plan 

 
The following Local Action Plan (LAP) will align strategies from the Community Sustainability Plan, the 
Environmental Stewardship Strategy, the CSP Working Groups, and current practices to ensure that the 
emission reduction targets are achieved by 2016.  For further information, the completed Milestone 1 
and 2 reports can be found online at www.stonyplain.com, along with other reference material 
identified in this report. 
 
 
  

                                                 
1
 Resource BindŜǊ ŦƻǊ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜΦέ Alberta Urban Municipalities 

Association.  November 2006. 
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The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) indicates that there is an 
inexorable link between anthropogenic (human 
induced) actions and climate change.  
άWarming of the climate system is unequivocal, 
as is now evident from observations of 
increases in global average air and ocean 
temperatures, widespread melting of snow and 
ice, and rising global average sea levels.2έ   
 
According to the IPCC, human activities result in 
emissions of four long-lived GHGs: Carbon 
Dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4), Nitrous Oxide 
(N2O), and Halocarbons (a group of gases 
containing fluorine, chlorine, or bromine)3: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2
 Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report: An Assessment 

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 
This underlying report, adopted section by section at IPCC 
Plenary XXVII (Valencia, Spain, 12-17 November 2007), 
represents the formally agreed statement of the IPCC 
concerning key findings and uncertainties contained in the 
Working Group contributions to the Fourth Assessment 
Report. 2007. Page 30.  < http://www.ipcc.ch/index.htm> 
3
 Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report: An Assessment 

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  2007 
p 37 

Increased GHG emissions and their effects can 
be attributed to the following human activities4: 

 Atmospheric concentrations of GHGs 
increase when emissions are larger than 
the removal process, and have 
increased markedly as a result of 
human activities since 1750 which now 
far exceeds pre-industrial values. 

 The atmospheric concentrations of CO2 
and CH4 in 2005 exceed by far the 
natural range over the last 650,000 
years. 

 Global increases in CO2 are due 
primarily to fossil fuel use, with land-
use providing another significant, but 
smaller contribution.  

 It is very likely that the observed 
increase in CH4 concentration is 
predominantly due to agriculture and 
fossil fuel use. 

 The increase in N2O concentration is 
primarily due to agriculture. 

 F-gases (Fluorinated gases) are 
widely used in refrigeration and air 
conditioning but have a high global 
warming potential and can sometimes 
stay in the atmosphere for thousands of 
years5.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
4
 Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report: An Assessment 

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  2007 
p 37 
5
 άCƭǳƻǊƛƴŀǘŜŘ DŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜέ Eru-active. 2004 

<http://www.euractiv.com/en/climate-
change/fluorinated-gases-climate-change/article-117491> 
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There is a high confidence among the IPCC that 
natural systems are affected by climate change.  
Examples include6: 

 Enlarged and increased numbers of 
glacial lakes 

 Increasing ground instability in 
permafrost regions and rock avalanches 
in mountain regions 

 Changes in some arctic and antarctic 
ecosystems, those in sea-ice biomes, 
and preditors at high levels of the food 
change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
6
 Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report: An Assessment 

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  2007 
p 31 

There is medium confidence among the IPCC 
that human systems are affected in the 
following ways7: 

 Agricultural/forestry management at 
Northern Hemisphere latitudes-- earlier 
spring crop planting and distubances of 
forests due to fire and pests 

 Excess heat-related mortality and 
changes in infectious diesase vectors in 
Europe, and ealier onset of, and 
increase in, seasonal production of 
allergenic pollen in Northern 
Hemisphere high and mid latitudes 

 Some human activities in the Arctic (i.e. 
hunting and shorter travel seasons over 
snow and ice)  

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
7
 Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report: An Assessment 

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.  2007 
p 33 

Climate Change 2007: Synthesis Report: An Assessment of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 2007. Page 26.   


