OPENING REMARKS – WILLIAM COMMANDA

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 2, 2006

I AM HAPPY TO OPEN YOUR CONFERENCE WITH A PRAYER. IN THE NATIVE MEDICINE WHEEL, WE TALK OF BALANCE – BALANCE BETWEEN THE FOUR ASPECTS OF HUMAN NATURE: MENTAL, EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL.  WE BELIEVE THAT THE SPIRITUAL MUST BE INTEGRATED IN ALL OUR EFFORTS. 

I AM GLAD TO SEE SO MANY PEOPLE HERE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES. I BELIEVE THIS IS THE MOST URGENT CONCERN OF OUR TIMES.

MANY TALK OF THE ENVIRONMENT. TO ME, THIS IS MOTHER EARTH, THE ULTIMATE NURTURER AND PROVIDER.  OVER THE PAST CENTURY WE HAVE ABUSED HER AND THE OTHER ELEMENTS: WATER, AIR AND FIRE.  NOW WE HAVE WIDESPREAD POLLUTION, AND DEVASTATING NATURAL DISASTERS ARE ON THE RISE. MOTHER EARTH CANNOT SUSTAIN LIFE AS SHE USED TO.  HER PAIN IS MIRRORED IN HUMAN SICKNESS AND STRIFE.

I WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU A LITTLE ABOUT MY PASSION FOR THIS WORK.  FOR AT LEAST SIXTY YEARS, INDIGENOUS PEOPLES HAVE DELIVERED WARNINGS ABOUT THE ABUSE OF MOTHER EARTH TO THE UNITED NATIONS.  IN 1990, I OFFERED PIPE CEREMONIES EACH MORNING FOR THREE DAYS DURING THE PRE-RIO CONFERENCE PREPARATIONS IN FRANCE; MAYOR LARRY MCDERMOTT ASSISTED ME IN THIS WORK.  IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT INDIGENOUS PEOPLES BROUGHT A MESSAGE TO THE WORLD ABOUT OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH MOTHER EARTH.  WE KNEW THAT SHE WAS NOT MERELY A COMMODITY OR RESOURCE TO BE EXPLOITED MORE CAREFULLY.

WE DELIVERED THIS MESSAGE MORE STRONGLY AT THE UNITED NATIONS CRY OF THE EARTH CONFERENCE, WHICH USHERED IN THE INDIGENOUS DECADE.  

IN 1995, I SERVED AS SPIRITUAL GUIDE FOR THE SUNBOW FIVE WALK.  OVER A SEVEN AND A HALF MONTH PERIOD, NATIVE AND NON-NATIVE PEOPLE WALKED FROM FIRST ENCOUNTER BEACH IN CAPE COD TO SANTA BARBARA, CALIAFORNIA, TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE PLIGHT OF MOTHER EARTH, AND TO OFFER PRAYER AND CEREMONY ACROSS THE CONTINENT. 

TODAY IS A VERY SPECIAL DAY FOR ME, BECAUSE IT IS THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE COMPLETION OF THAT JOURNEY.  TODAY, SUNBOW FIVE WALKERS THROUGHOUT CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES ARE LIGHTING CANDLES IN THE SPIRIT OF THAT EFFORT.

WHAT YOU ARE DOING HERE THIS WEEKEND IS AN EXPANSION OF THE FLAMES LIT LONG AGO IN MANY HEARTS AND MINDS.

I WAS ALSO PLEASED TO SUPPORT THE BOREAL RENDEZVOUS, THE WORK OF THE CANADIAN PARKS AND WILDERNESS SOCIETY, TWO YEARS AGO.   WITH A MESHING OF THE EFFORTS OF THE GRASS ROOTS COMMUNITIES, THE ENVIRNMENTALISTS, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL LEADERSHIP AND THE PUBLIC AT LARGE, WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

I WISH YOU A VERY SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE.  WE ALL DEPEND ON YOUR WORK AND LEADERSHIP IN THESE CHALLENGING TIMES.
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