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Quebec City’s New 
Urban Development Plan, June 2005

• General overview of Quebec City

• Development plan objectives and actions
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Administrative Organization

• A module for sustainable development which 
incudes :

– city planning

– economic development

– environment

• A transversal analysis of development decisions

• Interdisciplinary teams for major municipal projects
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General overview of Quebec City

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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Ville de Québec
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Quebec City

Population: 493 000

Area: 544 km2 (214 mi2)

Quebec Metropolitan 
Community

Population: 707 500

Area: 3 350 km2 (1 294 mi2)
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Quebec : a true « green and blue » capital

• Over 550 km of banks along
the city’s rivers and 
hydrographic network

• Ten watersheds within the 
city, including four major 
basins : Beauport, 
Montmorency, Saint-Charles 
and Cap-Rouge
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Quebec’s Land Area
Rural

– 55% of the total area (300 km2)
– 3% of the population
– Density :52 p / km2

Urban

– 45% of the total area (245 km2)
– 97 % of the population (507 921)
– Density : 2073 p / km2

Total area

– 545 km2

– Population : 526 500
– Density : 966 p / km2
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Quebec, a UNESCO World 
Heritage City
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Mettre en valeur 
un patrimoine bâti riche et diversifié
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Slow growth expected for the next 20 years

2006-2021
Minimal expected

population increase :
11 900 persons (2,3%)

Number of households 
increasing more than the 

population :
26 000 (18%)

Rate of growth slowing 
down

Projection de l’accroissement annuel de la population et du nombre de 
ménages - Ville de Québec 2001-2021
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Reinforce the urban structure

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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Integrated Travel Management 
in Old Québec
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Orient urban growth and 

control development

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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Criteria for new subdivisions

• Distance from downtown

• Percentage of transit in total trips

• Needs for major infrastructures (aqueduct, sewage)

• Quality of wooded areas, greenfields or wetlands 

• Adequate sport, cultural and recreational facilities

• Fire fighters’ response time
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PHASE 2
Sécuriser le réseau

d©aqueduc
2 M$
0 log.

PHASE 3
Sécuriser l©alimentation

en eau potable
9 M$
0 log.

Service de l©aménagement du territoire
Division de l©urbanisme

Janvier 2005

Classification selon les problématiques-
zones de lotissement potentiel 

Zone affectée d©une problématique d©aqueduc (2 125 log.) 

Zone n©étant pas affectée par les problématiques
d©aqueduc et d©égout (15 085 log.)

Zone affectée d©une problématique d©égout (3 745 log.)

Zone affectée d©une problématique d©aqueduc (475 log.) 

Zone n©étant pas affectée par les problématiques
d©aqueduc et d©égout (6 555 log.)

Classification selon les problématiques-
secteurs de redéveloppement potentiel

Zone affectée d©une problématique d©aqueduc
et d©égout (6 850 log.)

ZONES DE LOTISSEMENT ET SECTEURS
DE REDÉVELOPPEMENT POTENTIELS

(proposition PDAD)

Zone affectée d©une problématique d©égout (1 000 log.)

PHASE 4
Développement urbain

7 M$
215 log.

PHASE 2
Sécuriser le réseau d©aqueduc

17 M$
2 600 log.

PHASE 4
Développement urbain

44 M$
8 670 log.

PHASE 1
Développement

0$
28 240 log.

PHASE 3
Redéveloppement urbain

1.7 M$
1 135 log.

PHASE 3
Consolider le réseau d©égout

1.5 M$
1 575 log.
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Increase density and encourage 

mixed-use environments

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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Downtown :

• Maintain a balance of uses to protect multifunctional 
features and the quality of the urban environment

Increase density and encourage

mixed-use environments
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In major business centres :

• Invest in multifunctional areas that are well served
by public transportation

Increase density and encourage

mixed-use environments
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In residential neighbourhoods :

• Facilitate the construction of in-fill buildings, where
possible...

Series of dwelling units, 
chemin des Quatre-Bourgeois

New housing units inserted 
between existing housing units

Increase density and encourage

mixed-use environments
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Also in residential neighbourhoods:

• Add secondary units to single family houses

Increase density and encourage

mixed-use environments
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Along commercial streets and in neighbourhood centres : 

• Add a wide-range of businesses and housing types

Increase density and encourage

mixed-use environments
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• Permit higher densities downtown, in major activity 
areas as well as alongside major thoroughfares, 
especially those along Metrobus routes

• Plan for a wider variety of uses in the city’s  
neighbourhoods

• Create lively environments along commercial 
streets and in neighbourhood centres

• Allow, throughout the city, the addition of secondary 
dwelling units to single family houses and
encourage the development of intergenerational
houses 

Increase density and encourage

mixed-use environments
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Protect and preserve 

natural environments

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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Quebec City :

• 450 public parks

• 73 natural environments
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• 550 km of streams and rivers and 221 wetlands

• 54 km of waterfront along the St-Laurence River

Quebec City :
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• Outstanding landscapes

Quebec City :
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Create an extensive green,
blue and white network

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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La Promenade Samuel-De Champlain
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Integrated revitalization 
of neighbourhoods

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT
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Integrated revitalization of 
the Saint-Roch neighbourhood
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1993

Saint-Roch Garden
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Édifice La Fabrique 1993
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Culture

Examples of recent investments
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Education
Examples of recent investments
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Business and administration
Examples of recent investments
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Housing
Examples of recent investments



L’avenir
maintenant!

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT

41

Saint-Joseph Street

1970
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2003
Saint-Joseph Street
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Axe Maizerets-Montmorency



L’avenir
maintenant!

PLAN DIRECTEUR D’AMÉNAGEMENT ET DE DÉVELOPPEMENT

44

A public consultation process involving the 
local population
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Coordination
– Fernand Martin, Director, Service de l’aménagement du 

territoire
– Denis Jean, urban planner

Research and writing
– Hervé Chapon, communications consultant

Photographs and  illustrations
– Quebec City : Charlotte Roy, Robert Greffard, Chantale Gagnon
– Commission de la Capitale nationale de Québec : Marie-Josée

Deschênes
– Benoît Gauthier

Credits
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